
Appendix:Arabic verbs

Arabic Verbs

Contents
1 Derived stems (sound verbs)

1.1 Form I
1.2 Form II
1.3 Form III
1.4 Form IV
1.5 Form V
1.6 Form VI
1.7 Form VII
1.8 Form VIII
1.9 Form IX
1.10 Form X
1.11 Form Iq
1.12 Form IIq
1.13 Other forms

1.13.1 Form XI
1.13.2 Form XII
1.13.3 Form XIII
1.13.4 Form XIV
1.13.5 Form XV
1.13.6 Form IIIq
1.13.7 Form IVq

2 Exceptions
2.1 Hamzated verbs
2.2 Weak verbs
2.3 Quadriliteral verbs
2.4 Geminate verbs

3 References
4 See also

Derived stems (sound verbs) [ edit ]

Arabic verbs are noted for an unusual system of derivation. From any particular
root various verb stems may be formed. Western scholars usually refer to these
derivations as “form I”, “form II”, ... up through “form XV,” though these
designations are not used indigenously, where they are referred to by

derivations from the root ف ع ل (f-ʿ-l). Accordingly, form I would be َلَعَف
(faʿala), form II would be َعف	لَ  (faʿʿala), etc. These forms refer to triliteral roots
(those made of three consonants). There are also quadriliteral roots, made up
of four consonants, which come in four forms, “form Iq”, “form IIq”, “form IIIq”
and “form IVq”. Triliteral forms XI through XV and quadriliteral forms IIIq and IVq
are rare and tend to be intransitive, often stative, verbs (having the meaning “to
be or become X” where X is an adjective).

These forms and their associated participles and verbal nouns are the primary
means of forming vocabulary in Arabic. All of the examples shown here are the
citation forms, which in Arabic means the 3rd-person masculine singular perfect
(e.g., “he did”, “he wrote”).

Form I [ edit ]

Perfective َلَعُف  , لَعِفَ لَعَفَ ,  (faʿala, faʿila ,faʿula), imperfective , لُعِفَْي لُعَفَْي ,
لُعُفَْي  (yafʿalu, yafʿilu, yafʿulu)

This is the simplest basic form of a verb; it gives the general idea of its root. Most verbs are triliteral, but there are a few
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Arabic Nouns

quadriliteral ones.

بََتكَ  (kataba, “to write”, literally “he wrote”)

لََتقَ  (qatala, “to kill”, literally “he killed”)

مَِلسَ  (salima, “to be safe”, literally “he was safe”)

كَحِضَ  (ḍaḥika, “to laugh”, literally “he laughed”)

	بحَ  (ḥabba, “to love”, literally “he loved”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-I verbs

Form II [ edit ]

Perfective َعف	لَ  (faʿʿala), imperfective لُ�عفَُي  (yufaʿʿilu), verbal noun ليعِفَْت
(tafʿīl), active participle ُل�عفَم  (mufaʿʿil), passive participle ُعفَم	ل  (mufaʿʿal),

imperative (2nd person, m, sg) َل�عف  (faʿʿil)

This stem is formed by doubling the second radical. The meaning this form
imparts is intensive, causative, or declarative.

بَ	تكَ  (kattaba, “to cause to write”, causative)

لَ	تقَ  (qattala, “to massacre”, intensive)

مَ	لسَ  (sallama, “to make safe”, causative)

It is frequently used as a denominative formation to convert nouns or adjectives into verbs.

سَ	نجَ  (jannasa, “to classify”), from ِسْنج  (jins, “kind”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-II verbs

Form III [ edit ]

Perfective َلَعَاف  (fāʿala), imperfective لُعِافَُي  (yufāʿilu), verbal noun ُةَلعَافَم  (mufāʿala), active participle ُلعِافَم
(mufāʿil), passive participle ُلعَافَم  (mufāʿal), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) َلعِاف  (fāʿil)

This stem is formed by lengthening the vowel after the first radical. The meaning this form imparts is often conative and

always transitive. The indirect object of form I is the direct object of form III. Thus, the object of the preposition ىَلِإ  (ʾilā,

“to”) in دَمَحَْأ ىَلِإ  بََتكَ   (kataba ʾilā ʾaḥmada, “he wrote to Ahmad”) becomes the direct object of the verb in َبََتاك
دَمَحَْأ  (kātaba ʾaḥmada, “he corresponded with Ahmad”).

بََتاكَ  (kātaba, “to correspond with”)

لََتاقَ  (qātala, “to try to kill”)

مََلاسَ  (sālama, “to make peace with”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-III verbs

Form IV [ edit ]

Perfective لَعَفَْأ  (ʾafʿala), imperfective لُعِفُْي  (yufʿilu), verbal noun لاعَفِْإ  (ʾifʿāl), active participle ُلعِفْم  (mufʿil),

passive participle ُلعَفْم  (mufʿal), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) لعِفَْأ  (ʾafʿil)

This stem is formed by prefixing َأـ  (ʾa-) and dropping the vowel of the first radical. In the imperfect, the َأ  (ʾa)

disappears and the regular imperfect prefix takes the vowel u, and the characteristic is i: بُِتكُْي  (yuktibu), yuktíbu. The
meaning this form imparts is usually causative.

بََتكَْأ  (ʾaktaba, “to dictate; to make someone write”)

فََلخَْأ  (ʾaḵlafa, “to leave, to compensate”)

مََلسَْأ  (ʾaslama, “to submit”)

Sometimes it has a declarative meaning: to say that someone has a certain quality.
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دَمَحَْأ  (ʾaḥmada) — to consider praiseworthy — from َدَمِح  (ḥamida, “to praise”)

Occasionally Form IV is derived from a noun and has an intransitive meaning:

بََنذَْأ  (ʾaḏnaba, “to sin”) — from َبْنذ  (ḏanb, “a sin”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-IV verbs

Form V [ edit ]

Perfective عفََت	لَ  (tafaʿʿala), imperfective عفََتَي	لُ  (yatafaʿʿalu), verbal noun ل1عفََت  (tafaʿʿul), active participle ُل�عفََتم
(mutafaʿʿil), passive participle ُعفََتم	ل  (mutafaʿʿal), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) عفََت	ل  (tafaʿʿal)

This stem is formed by prefixing َتـ  (ta-) to form II. The meaning this form imparts is the reflexive or passive of form II.
Out of the reflexive also arises the effective. This differs from the passive in that the latter indicates that the person is
the object of, or experiences the effect of, the action of a another; whereas the effective implies that an act is done to a
person, or a state produced in him, whether it is caused by another or himself. [1]

قَ	رفََت  (tafarraqa, “to scatter”, intransitive)

فَ	لخََت  (taḵallafa, “to hold back from”)

مَ	لسََت  (tasallama, “to receive the surrender”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-V verbs

Form VI [ edit ]

Perfective لَعَافََت  (tafāʿala), imperfective لُعَافََتَي  (yatafāʿalu), verbal noun لعُافََت  (tafāʿul), active participle ُلعِافََتم
(mutafāʿil), passive participle ُلعَافََتم  (mutafāʿal), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) لعَافََت  (tafāʿal)

This stem is formed by prefixing َتـ  (ta-) to form III. The imperfect has the vowel a throughout, except for the last: بَُتاكََتَي
(yatakātabu), yatakātabu. The meaning this form imparts is reciprocal or one of pretence.

لََتاقََت  (taqātala, “to fight with one another”)

بََتاكََت  (takātaba, “to write to each other”)

مََلاسََت  (tasālama, “to make peace together”)

سَعَاَنَت  (tanāʿasa, “to pretend to sleep”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-VI verbs

Form VII [ edit ]

Perfective لَعَفَْنِا  (infaʿala), imperfective لُعِفَْنَي  (yanfaʿilu), verbal noun لاعَفِْنِا  (infiʿāl), active participle ُلعِفَْنم
(munfaʿil), passive participle ُلعَفَْنم  (munfaʿal), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) لعِفَْنِا  (infaʿil)

This stem is formed by prefixing نـ (n-) with an prothetic vowel (ِا  (i)) where necessary (in-). The meaning this form

imparts is reflexive or passive. Note: this form should not be made from roots whose first radical is ر​ (r), ل (l), ي (y), و
(w), أ (ʾ), or ن (n), although some people do it.

بََتكَْنِا  (inkataba, “to subscribe”)

رَسَكَْنِا  (inkasara, “to be broken”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-VII verbs

Form VIII [ edit ]

Perfective لَعََتفِْا  (iftaʿala), imperfective لُعَِتفَْي  (yaftaʿilu), verbal noun لاعَِتفِْا  (iftiʿāl), active participle ُلعَِتفْم
(muftaʿil), passive participle ُلعََتفْم  (muftaʿal), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) لُعَِتفِْا  (iftaʿilu)

This stem is formed by infixing َتـ ِا) after the first radical, and with an prothetic vowel (-ta-) ـ  (i)) where necessary. The
meaning this form imparts is the reflexive or sometimes passive, of the first form.
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لََتَتقِْا  (iqtatala, “to fight with one another”)

بََتَتكِْا  (iktataba, “to write to each other”)

مََلَتسِْا  (istalama, “to receive”)

When the first radical of the root is ط (ṭ) , ض (ḍ) , ص (ṣ) , ز (z) , ذ (ḏ) , د (d) , ث (ṯ) , ت (t) , or ظ (ẓ), the infixed ـتـ
(-t-) is completely assimilated, or assimilated in voicing or emphasis:

كََر	دِا  (iddaraka) = ت (t) + َكََرد  (daraka) – complete assimilation

مَحَدَزِْا  (izdaḥama) = ت (t) + مَحََز  (zaḥama) – voicing assimilation

بَرَطَضِْا  (iḍṭaraba) = ت (t) + َبَرَض  (ḍaraba) – emphasis assimilation; formerly assimilation of both voicing and

emphasis when ط (ṭ) was a voiced consonant

See also: Category:Arabic form-VIII verbs

Form IX [ edit ]

Perfective لعَفِْا	  (ifʿalla), imperfective 1لعَفَْي  (yafʿallu), verbal noun للاَعِفِْا  (ifʿilāl), active participle ُلّعَفْم  (mufʿall),

imperative (2nd person, m, sg) لّعَفِْا  (ifʿall)

This stem is formed by dropping the vowel of the first radical, adding an prothetic vowel (ِا  (i)) as necessary, and
doubling the final radical. This form is used by only a small number of verbs denoting color or bodily defect.

	رمَحِْا  (iḥmarra, “to turn red, to blush”)

	رفَصِْا  (iṣfarra, “to turn yellow, to pale”)

	ضَيْبِا  (ibyaḍḍa, “to turn white”)

	قَرزِْا  (izraqqa, “to turn blue”)

	جوَعِْا  (iʿwajja, “to be twisted”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-IX verbs

Form X [ edit ]

Perfective لَعَفَْتسِْا  (istafʿala), imperfective لُعِفَْتسَْي  (yastafʿilu), verbal noun لاعَفِْتسِْا  (istifʿāl), active participle

لعِفَْتسْمُ  (mustafʿil), passive participle ُلعَفَْتسْم  (mustafʿal), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) لعِفَْتسِْا  (istafʿil)

This stem is formed by prefixing ـ تسْ ِا) with an prothetic vowel ,(-sta-) ـ  (i)) where necessary, and dropping the vowel of
the first radical. The meaning this form imparts is to ask or think that the sense of form I should be done.

لََتقَْتسِْا  (istaqtala, “to risk oneʼs life”)

بََتكَْتسِْا  (istaktaba, “to ask someone to write”)

مََلسَْتسِْا  (istaslama, “to submit, to keep to the middle of the road”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-X verbs

Form Iq [ edit ]

Perfective َقََلعْف  (faʿlaqa), imperfective قُِلعْفَُي  (yufaʿliqu), verbal noun َةقََلعْف  (faʿlaqa), active participle ُقِلفَم
(mufaliq), passive participle ُقَلعْفَم  (mufaʿlaq), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) َقِْلعْف  (faʿliq)

This is the simplest basic form of a quadriliteral verb. Most verbs are transitive, although a subset with reduplicated
roots often are not. This form is similar to form II of triliteral roots.

نََأمْطَ  (ṭamʾana, “to pacify”)

مَجَرَْت  (tarjama, “to translate”)

سَدَْنهَ  (handasa, “to engineer”)

هَقَهْقَ  (qahqaha, “to laugh loudly”)

The formation is sometimes used to convert nouns into verbs.
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فوسَُلْيفَ  (faylasūf, “philosopher”) → َفَسَْلف  (falsafa, “to philosophize”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-Iq verbs

Form IIq [ edit ]

Perfective قََلعْفََت  (tafaʿlaqa), imperfective قَُلعْفََتَي  (yatafaʿlaqu), verbal noun قَُلعْفََت  (tafaʿluqa), active participle

قِلفََْتمُ  (mutafaliq), passive participle ُقَلعْفََتم  (mutafaʿlaq), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) قَْلعْفََت  (tafaʿlaq)

This is a quadriliteral root stem, formed by prefixing َت (ta) to form Iq. The meaning this form imparts is the reflexive or
passive of form Iq. This form is similar to form V of triliteral roots.

َروَْلَبَت  (tabalwara, “to be crystalized”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-IIq verbs

Other forms [ edit ]

These forms were already rare in Classical Arabic, and are even more so in Modern Standard Arabic.

Form XI [ edit ]

ʼifʿālla (Form XI) لّاعَفِْا
This stem is formed from form IX by lengthening the vowel after the second radical. This form is very rare and it is
usually used only for metrical purposes in poetry as an alternative to form IX. Some scholars [2] [3] suggest the XI form
may have a more volatile meaning than form IX, as well as one slightly more intensive.

Example: رامَحِْا	  (iḥmārra, “to turn red, to blush”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-XI verbs

Form XII [ edit ]

ʼifʿawʿala (Form XII) لَعَوْعَفِْا
Example: بَدَوْدَحِْا  (iḥdawdaba, “to be or become humpbacked”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-XII verbs

Form XIII [ edit ]

ʼifʿawwala (Form XIII) لَّوعَفِْا
Example: وَلعِْا	طَ  (iʿlawwaṭa, “to ride or mount a camel without a saddle”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-XIII verbs

Form XIV [ edit ]

ʼifʿanlala (Form XIV) لََلْنعَفْإ
Example: كَكَْنحَسِْا  (isḥankaka, “to be or become caliginous”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-XIV verbs

Form XV [ edit ]

ʼifʿanlā (Form XV) ىَلْنعَفِْا
Example: ىدَْنرَسِْا  (israndā, “to vanquish”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-XV verbs

Form IIIq [ edit ]

TODO. Rare.

See also: Category:Arabic form-IIIq verbs

Form IVq [ edit ]

TODO. Fairly rare.
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	نَأمَطِْا  (iṭmaʾanna) (ṭ-m-’-n) — to be calm.

	رعَشَقِْا  (iqšaʿarra)

	زَأمَشِْا  (išmaʾazza)

See also: Category:Arabic form-IVq verbs

Exceptions [ edit ]

Hamzated verbs [ edit ]

Verbs are called hamzated if ء (hamza) is one of the root consonants (radicals). The phonetical pattern of the
conjugation of these verbs doesn't differ from other verbs in all forms but because of the rules of positioning of hamza,

the spelling is affected in some forms, e.g. the verb لَكََأ  (ʾakala) (ʾ-k-l) has the form لُكُأَْي  (yaʾkulu) in the imperfect

masculine singular and the verb ََأرَق  (qaraʾa) (q-r-ʾ) has the form نَيِئرَقَْت  (taqraʾīna) in the imperfect feminine singular.

See also: Category:Arabic hamzated verbs

Weak verbs [ edit ]

TO DO Weak verbs are verbs that have one of the radicals و or ي.

1. Assimilated verbs (R1 = و or ي)

Form I: دَجََو  (wajada) - "to find", imperfective دُجَِي  (yajidu).

See also: Category:Arabic assimilated verbs

2. Hollow verbs (R2 = و or ي)

Form I: َلَاق  (qāla) - "to say" َتَْلاق  (qālat) "she said" but ُتِْلق تَْلقُ , تُْلقُ ,  (qultu, qulta, qulti, “I said, you m/f

said”); imperfective لُوقَُي  (yaqūlu) "he said", نَْلقَُي  (yaqulna) "they (f.) said".

See also: Category:Arabic hollow verbs

3. Final-weak verbs (R3 = و or ي), e.g. َىشَم  (mašā) - "to walk", ىمََر  (ramā) - "to throw", َيَظِح  (ḥaẓiya) - "to be

in the good graces of, to enjoy", يَقَِب  (baqiya) - "to stay, to remain", َاعَد  (daʿā) - "to call sb., to summon sb.".,

يَقَِل  (laqiya) - "to meet sb.".

See also: Category:Arabic final-weak verbs

Other examples of weak verbs:

لاَعَ  (ʿalā) - "to rise"

ىَلعَ  (ʿalā) - "to raise"

يَِلَو  (waliya) - "to follow" (assimilated and final-weak)

َورُسَ  (saruwa) - "to become honourable"

ى	نغَ  (ḡannā) - "to sing" (form II)

ى	طغَ  (ḡaṭṭā) - "to cover, to wrap" (form II)

نَمَآ  (ʾāmana) - "to have faith" (form IV, assimilated)

ىَوآ  (ʾāwā) - "to shelter" (form IV, hollow and final-weak (and initially-hamzated))

رَ	يغََت  (taḡayyara) - "to change" (form V)

عَ	وطََت  (taṭawwaʿa) - "to volunteer" (form V)

مَهَ	تِا  (ittahama) - "to accuse" (form VIII, root w-h-m)

جَاَتحِْا  (iḥtāja) - "to need" (form VIII)

جََودَزِْا  (izdawaja) - "to be doubled" (form VIII)

دََروَْتسِْا  (istawrada) - "to import" (form X)

Quadriliteral verbs [ edit ]
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TODO Quadriliteral verbs are made from roots having four radicals, e.g. مَجَرَْت  (tarjama) - "to translate"; َسَدَْنه
(handasa) - "to engineer"; َهَقَهْق  (qahqaha) - "to laugh loudly"; نَأمَطِْا	  (iṭmaʾanna) - "to be calm"; or َروَْلَبَت  (tabalwara) -
"to be crystalized".

Geminate verbs [ edit ]

TO DO Geminate verbs are verbs that have the second and the third radicals the same, e.g. َدم	  (madda) - "to stretch";

	لدَ  (dalla) - "to indicate"; َنظ	  (ẓanna) - "to think"; بحََأ	  (ʾaḥabba) - "to love" (form IV); قشَْنِا	  (inšaqqa) - "to split"

(form VII); لَتحِْا	  (iḥtalla) - "to occupy" (form VII).

References [ edit ]

1.  ̂(Wright, 1967)
2.  ̂Haywood and Nahmad, 1962, p. 185
3.  ̂(Wright, 1967)

See also [ edit ]

Appendix:Hebrew verb forms

Categories: Arabic verbs Arabic appendices Verb appendices
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