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Derived stems (sound verbs) |edit]

Arabic verbs are noted for an unusual system of derivation. From any particular
root various verb stems may be formed. Western scholars usually refer to these
derivations as “form I’, “form II", ... up through “form XV,” though these
designations are not used indigenously, where they are referred to by

derivations from the root J & ) (f-"-I). Accordingly, form | would be Js’zg

(fa‘ala), form Il would be :J.s;z.; (fa“‘ala), etc. These forms refer to triliteral roots
(those made of three consonants). There are also quadriliteral roots, made up
of four consonants, which come in four forms, “form Igq”, “form liq”, “form llig”
and “form IVq”. Triliteral forms Xl through XV and quadriliteral forms lllg and Vg
are rare and tend to be intransitive, often stative, verbs (having the meaning “to
be or become X’ where Xis an adjective).

These forms and their associated participles and verbal nouns are the primary
means of forming vocabulary in Arabic. All of the examples shown here are the
citation forms, which in Arabic means the 3rd-person masculine singular perfect
(e.g., “he did”, “he wrote”).

Form| [edit]

Perfective J.é.;, Jg§ ,:Ji; (fa‘ala, fa‘ila ,fa ‘ula), imperfective ,Jgfz._‘;_ ,Jig._‘;_

J&s3 (vafalu, yafilu, yaf ulu)

pe—
Sk e e it | et o

—t
T

This is the simplest basic form of a verb; it gives the general idea of its root. Most verbs are triliteral, but there are a few
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quadriliteral ones.

o ,:,;f (kataba, “to write”, literally “he wrote”)

J‘E (qatala, “to kill”, literally “he killed”)

p.lfu (salima, “to be safe”, literally “he was safe”)

d]z..b (dahika, “to laugh”, literally “he laughed”)

&S (habba, “to love”, literally “he loved”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-l verbs

Formll [edit] yogunlastirma + oldurgan kip
Perfective JE.; (fa“‘ala), imperfective Jis._‘i (yufa“ilu), verbal noun Jﬁgfﬂ
(tafMl), active participle Jii’b (mufail), passive participle J_g..a.’b (mufa“‘al),

imperative (2nd person, m, sg) J§§ (fa“"il)

This stem is formed by doubling the second radical. The meaning this form

imparts is intensive, causative, or declarative.

. ,:,:f (kattaba, “to cause to write”, causative)
:ﬁ; (gattala, “to massacre”, intensive)
jjﬂ; (sallama, “to make safe”, causative)

It is frequently used as a denominative formation to convert nouns or adjectives into verbs.

o Jfé (jannasa, “to classify”), from uui? (jins, “kind”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-ll verbs
Formlll [edit] kalkisma/girisme + isteslik
Perfective Jf:l.; (fa“‘ala), imperfective J.(_:Laj‘ (yufa‘ilu), verbal noun qIf:LS.Z (mufa‘ala), active participle J.(_:Lé.’b
(mufa‘il), passive participle Jf:LS.Z (mufa ‘al), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) ,J.(_:L; (fa‘il
This stem is formed by lengthening the vowel after the first radical. The meaning this form imparts is often conative and
always transitive. The indirect object of form | is the direct object of form lll. Thus, the object of the preposition ujl (ila,

“to”) in 35..°>i ujl Qj (kataba ’ila "ahmada, “he wrote to Ahmad”) becomes the direct object of the verb in -:JL%

13.°>i (kataba "ahmada, “he corresponded with Ahmad”).

. cjlf (kataba, “to correspond with”)
J"il.'é (gatala, “to try to kill")
r&] L (salama, “to make peace with”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-lll verbs

Form IV [edit]

Perfective ,J.Q.éi (’af‘ala), imperfective Jg.g.j (yufilu), verbal noun Jléél (Cifal), active participle J_g;.’b (mufil),

passive participle Ji.é.z (muf-al), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) Js_z.9| ("afil)

This stem is formed by prefixing _i (‘a-) and dropping the vowel of the first radical. In the imperfect, the | (‘a)

disappears and the regular imperfect prefix takes the vowel u, and the characteristic is i: CxiSS (yuktibu), yuktibu. The
meaning this form imparts is usually causative.
. -:,JS i ('aktaba, “to dictate; to make someone write”)
-:Q.I;| ('aklafa, “to leave, to compensate”)

(SJ.&i ("aslama, “to submit”)

Sometimes it has a declarative meaning: to say that someone has a certain quality.
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o :\55i (’ahmada) — to consider praiseworthy — from 1> (hamida, “to praise”)
Occasionally Form IV is derived from a noun and has an intransitive meaning:
. C,J)l (‘adnaba, “to sin”) — from ;_,33 (danb, “a sin”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-IV verbs

FormV [edit]

Perfective Jé.ffi (tafa“‘ala), imperfective 2433 (vatafa ‘alu), verbal noun Jgi (tafa“‘ul), active participle =235
(mutafa “"il), passive participle JEE'Z (mutafa‘‘al), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) ,JEE (tafa“‘al)

This stem is formed by prefixing i (ta-) to form IIl. The meaning this form imparts is the reflexive or passive of form II.
Out of the reflexive also arises the effective. This differs from the passive in that the latter indicates that the person is

the object of, or experiences the effect of, the action of a another; whereas the effective implies that an act is done to a
person, or a state produced in him, whether it is caused by another or himself. [1]

° :93.53 (tafarraga, “to scatter”, intransitive)
al35 (takallafa, “to hold back from”)
[al.iﬁ (tasallama, “to receive the surrender”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-V verbs

Form VI [edit]
Perfective J_(:LE (tafa‘ala), imperfective J_é L&Iﬁ (yatafa‘alu), verbal noun JELE (tafa‘ul), active participle J.(}L:":.‘IB
(mutafa il), passive participle Jﬁlfﬂfa (mutafa ‘al), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) JE:LE (tafa‘al)

This stem is formed by prefixing 5 (ta-) to form lll. The imperfect has the vowel a throughout, except for the last: CL:L{J.?

(yatakatabu), yatakatabu. The meaning this form imparts is reciprocal or one of pretence.
. J:LEJ (tagatala, “to fight with one another”)
-:,Jl.i’a (takataba, “to write to each other”)
;J L (tasalama, “to make peace together”)
J.u.élﬁ (tana‘asa, “to pretend to sleep”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-VI verbs

Form VIl [edit]
Perfective Jéﬁl (infa ala), imperfective 2433 (yanfa ilu), verbal noun J\&&5| (infi‘al), active participle J2ais
(munfa i), passive participle J&4ais (munfa al), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) J=a5! (infa i)
This stem is formed by prefixing - (n-) with an prothetic vowel (l (7)) where necessary (in-). The meaning this form
imparts is reflexive or passive. Note: this form should not be made from roots whose first radical is  (r), J o, S ). 9
(w), | ("), or & (n), although some people do it.

. Q;ill (inkataba, “to subscribe”)

3.&&31 (inkasara, “to be broken”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-VIl verbs

Form VIl [edit]

Perfective Jiiél (ifta“ala), imperfective Jgﬁq (vafta ilu), verbal noun J&i9| (ifti‘al), active participle Jg'}.gi:

(mufta il), passive participle Jé"x.g.’b (mufta ‘al), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) J2i8| (ifta ‘ilu)

This stem is formed by infixing - (-ta-) after the first radical, and with an prothetic vowel (| (i)) where necessary. The

meaning this form imparts is the reflexive or sometimes passive, of the first form.
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o JKsl (igtatala, “to fight with one another”)
<iiS| (iktataba, “to write to each other”)
@Ji.&:l (istalama, “to receive”)
When the first radical of the root is bo (f) , L2 (d), u2 (), (2),3(d), > (d), & (1), & (B), or bb (2), the infixed i
(-t-) is completely assimilated, or assimilated in voicing or emphasis:

o éJ_jgl (iddaraka) = & (f) + 3_’)3 (daraka) — complete assimilation
o p>35 (izdahama) = & (t) + p>] (zahama) — voicing assimilation
o o_‘,JZ:..ol (idtaraba) = & (t) + &340 (daraba) — emphasis assimilation; formerly assimilation of both voicing and

emphasis when o (f) was a voiced consonant

See also: Category:Arabic form-VIll verbs

Form IX [edit]
Perfective  J&9| (if alla), imperfective Ji:'q (vafallu), verbal noun ng.gsl (ifilal), active participle J.i;’b (muf-all),
imperative (2nd person, m, sg) J&9! (if all)

This stem is formed by dropping the vowel of the first radical, adding an prothetic vowel (I (/) as necessary, and

doubling the final radical. This form is used by only a small number of verbs denoting color or bodily defect.

e 52>l (ihmarra, “to turn red, to blush”)
%80 (isfarra, “to turn yellow, to pale”)
La! (ibyadda, “to turn white”)

935] (izraqaa, “to turn blue”)

T_ o

zo<! (i'wajja, “to be twisted”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-IX verbs
Form X [edit]
Perfective Jé.:'ﬁbl (istaf‘ala), imperfective J285.as (yastaf'ilu), verbal noun J\&&i| (istif al), active participle
Jgfz‘]:;hﬁ (mustaf il), passive participle Jé.g."i&f: (mustaf-al), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) J.g.o;wl (istaf il)

This stem is formed by prefixing —isa- (-sta-), with an prothetic vowel (I (i)) where necessary, and dropping the vowel of
the first radical. The meaning this form imparts is to ask or think that the sense of form | should be done.

. Jis'ﬂml (istagtala, “to risk one’s life”)
CaSiu| (istaktaba, “to ask someone to write”)
r?aLh'Ii’ul (istaslama, “to submit, to keep to the middle of the road”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-X verbs
Formlq [edit]

Perfective élgé (fa‘laga), imperfective :‘9;.&53 (yufa ligu), verbal noun &al&39 (fa‘laga), active participle Slas
(mufaliq), passive participle &Iﬁfﬁ: (mufa‘laq), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) :912."3 (fa‘liq)

This is the simplest basic form of a quadriliteral verb. Most verbs are transitive, although a subset with reduplicated
roots often are not. This formis similar to form Il of triliteral roots.

. C,i.&.lb (tam’ana, “to pacify”)
p>5; (tarjama, “to translate”)
Lju.’xoi.é (handasa, “to engineer”)
&.;.e.; (qahgaha, “to laugh loudly”)

The formation is sometimes used to convert nouns into verbs.
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o L.9_9.3.1L.§ (faylasif, “philosopher”) — szlg (falsafa, “to philosophize”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-lq verbs

Form llq [edit]
Perfective éI&E (tafa ‘laqa), imperfective :9125.:7 (vatafa ‘laqu), verbal noun gle45 (tafa ‘luga), active participle
él.—é."iﬁ (mutafaliq), passive participle &1&:&32 (mutafa‘laq), imperative (2nd person, m, sg) &Igij (tafa‘laq)

This is a quadriliteral root stem, formed by prefixing & (ta) to form Ig. The meaning this form imparts is the reflexive or
passive of form Iq. This form is similar to form V of triliteral roots.

e 3li (tabalwara, “to be crystalized”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-liq verbs

Other forms |[edit]

These forms were already rare in Classical Arabic, and are even more so in Modern Standard Arabic.

Form XI [edit]
« ’if‘alla (Form XI) J&9|

This stem is formed from form IX by lengthening the vowel after the second radical. This formis very rare and it is
usually used only for metrical purposes in poetry as an alternative to form IX. Some scholars (21631 suggest the Xl form
may have a more volatile meaning than form IX; as well as one slightly more intensive.

Example: 56> (ihmarra, “to turn red, to blush”)
See also: Category:Arabic form-Xl verbs
Form Xl [edit]
« ’if'aw'ala (Form Xil) J€529!
Example: ;,33351 (ihdawdaba, “to be or become humpbacked”)
See also: Category:Arabic form-Xll verbs
Form XIll [edit]
« “if awwala (Form Xll) J3&9]
Example: B;Icl (i'lawwata, “to ride or mount a camel without a saddle”)
See also: Category:Arabic form-Xlll verbs
Form XIV [ edit]
« “if anlala (Form XIv) JL&3]
Example: éli;iwl (ishankaka, “to be or become caliginous”)

See also: Category:Arabic form-XIV verbs

Form XV [edit]
« ’if'anla (Form XV) uj.ii;l
Example: .,313_‘,.&11 (isranda, “to vanquish”)
See also: Category:Arabic form-XV verbs
Formlilq [edit]

TODO. Rare.

See also: Category:Arabic form-lliq verbs

FormIVq [edit]
TODO. Fairly rare.
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o 5labl (itma'anna) (t-m--n) — to be calm.
5249 (ig3a‘arra)
5lasiv] (isma’aza)

See also: Category:Arabic form-IVq verbs

Exceptions [edit]
Hamzated verbs [edit]

Verbs are called hamzated if © (hamza) is one of the root consonants (radicals). The phonetical pattern of the

conjugation of these verbs doesn't differ from other verbs in all forms but because of the rules of positioning of hamza,

the spelling is affected in some forms, e.g. the verb ng ("akala) (’-k-I) has the form JSL’; (ya’'kulu) in the imperfect

masculine singular and the verb |_39 (gara’a) (g-r-') has the form 74,595 (tagra’'iha) in the imperfect feminine singular.

See also: Category:Arabic hamzated verbs

Weak verbs | edit]
TO DO Weak verbs are verbs that have one of the radicals 9 or (S.

1. Assimilated verbs (R1 =9 or (S)
Form I: A>9 (wajada) - "to find", imperfective f\%; (yajidu).

See also: Category:Arabic assimilated verbs

2. Hollow verbs (R2 = 9 or (S)

said”); imperfective Jg3 (yaqlu) "he said", 7153 (yaquina) "they (f.) said".

See also: Category:Arabic hollow verbs

3. Final-weak verbs (R3 =9 or S), e.g. u.;u’: (masa) - "to walk", o5 (rama) - "to throw", ,:,IQS (haziya) - "to be

in the good graces of, to enjoy", .93 (bagiya) - "to stay, to remain", (&5 (da‘a) - "to call sb., to summon sb.".,

,_—,g] (lagiya) - "to meet sb.".
See also: Category:Arabic final-weak verbs

Other examples of weak verbs:
o gl.é (‘ald) - "to rise"
o ,_,Ié (‘ald) - "to raise"
° ,_—,lj (waliya) - "to follow" (assimilated and final-weak)
e 9% (saruwa) - "to become honourable"
o u*;-é (ganna) - "to sing" (form Il
o UJZ_E (gatta) - "to cover, to wrap" (form Il)
o C,BT ("amana) - "to have faith" (form IV, assimilated)
o §_§T ("awa) - "to shelter" (form IV, hollow and final-weak (and initially-hamzated))
« 7% (tagayyara) - "to change” (form V)

° éjél‘a: (tatawwa‘a) - "to volunteer" (form V)

r&éfl (ittahama) - "to accuse" (form VIII, root w-h-m)

z &> (intaja) - "to need” (form Vi)
¢ 2933 (izdawaja) - "to be doubled" (form VIIl)
o 353ii] (istawrada) - "to import" (form X)
Quadriliteral verbs [ edit]
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TODO Quadriliteral verbs are made from roots having four radicals, e.g. (3.5): (tarjama) - "to translate"; Juii_é
(handasa) - "to engineer"; &;7.@9 (qahqaha) - "to laugh loudly"; Sla.lol (itma’anna) - "to be calm"; or j_’glﬂ (tabalwara) -

"to be crystalized".

Geminate verbs | edit]

TO DO Geminate verbs are verbs that have the second and the third radicals the same, e.g. 3» (madda) - "to stretch";
J3 (dalla) - "to indicate"; ,f,lb (zanna) - "to think"; &5| ("ahabba) - "to love" (form IV); 3.;;;1 (insaqqa) - "to split"

(form VIly; Ji>| (italla) - "to occupy" (form VII).

References |[edit]

1. ~(Wright, 1967)
2. "Haywood and Nahmad, 1962, p. 185
3. M(Wright, 1967)

See also [edit]
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